KEMINISCENCES

which Mr. Gladstone's presence began to be most im-
pressive, striking, and captivating. I have often when
looking at him been reminded of a description given
by the late Henry Crabb Robinson of Goethe, whom
he had frequently seen in Weimar. Crabb Robinson
said that Goethe seemed to him an almost oppressively
handsome man. The same thought has occurred to
me many times when looking on Mr. Gladstone, that
he was almost oppressively handsome in the sense that
you could not get his face out of your mind while
he was present. Crabb Eobinson also remarked that
while you were in the same room with Goethe his eyes
appeared to rest upon you all the time. I have again
and again observed the same peculiarity in Gladstone.
Even in a crowded House of Commons, and when one
was sitting on a distant bench, one could not escape
from the fascination of those wonderful eyes. The
effect seemed to grow more and more with his growing
years. I felt the impressiveness of those QJQQ more
when I saw them for the last time than I did when
I saw them for the first time forty years before.

During my first stay in New York, which lasted
from the autumn of 1868 to the late spring of 1870,
I used to write regularly for * The New York Inde-
pendent,' a paper to which I have been contributing,
off and on, up to the present time, and with which I
hope still to keep up my connection. I had an oppor-
tunity of advocating regularly in the columns of 6 The
Independent' Mr. Gladstone's policy with regard to
the Irish State Church, and his first attempts to intro-
duce legislation for the reform of the Irish Land Ten-
ure system. During my stay in New York I often,
met and talked with the Irish political exile John
Mitchel, the most formidable of all the men who were

388 not live to anything like the age at
